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view of the Polish customs control in the "Free City/'
kept up the tension; the German and Polish accounts
of them were, it goes without saying, always dia-
metrically opposed. Both sides now organizedmation-
alistic demonstrations with an almost comic frequency.
Late in June occurred Poland's "Sea Week"; the
President of the Republic made a speech in which he
emphasized the importance of both Danzig and
Gdynia to Poland, and there was a great festival at
Gdynia itself. The Poles had already borrowed the
Ljbensraum phrase from the Germans in order to apply
it to their own claims in Danzig. This led both Sir
Arnold Wilson1 (in a letter to The Times) and Dr.
Goebbels to discover a parallel German claim to
Rotterdam, as if Holland menaced Germany in the
manner in which Germany menaced Poland. The
Germans all this time were finding it necessary to
insist upon the particular qualities of German Kultur
precisely in Danzig; German singers, sailors and the
rest were compelled to foregather there, week-end
after week-end. About the time of Poland's "Sea
Week" it became evident that the Germans were
organizing a Free Corps in Danzig, on the model of
the Henleinist "Black and Tans," who had harried the
Czech frontiers less than a year before, and guns were
brought from East Prussia into Danzig. The danger
of a " spontaneous" rising of the Danzigers in favour of
the slogan Zurtick %um Reich, which had always headed
newspapers like the Dan^iger Vorposten^ seemed acute.
Up to the time of writing the Poles had kept up a
remarkable spirit. Not only had the German technique
of inducing "race-consciousness" among certain leaders
1 June 7th, 1939.